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Why customize your desktop?

 Linux is about making 
your computer your 
own

 The ability to 
customize is a 
freedom we should 
not take for granted



Ubuntu Unity Overview

 Originally Ubuntu Netbook Edition 10.10

 Uses already existing applications

 Attempts to open the screen for the user



Ubuntu Desktop Terminology

1. Windows Title
2. Application Menu
3. Dash icon
4. Launcher icons
5. Workspace switcher
6. Launcher
7. Trash
8. Indicators



System Settings

 The best for small 
customizations

 If you can do the 
customization in 
here, do it



Virtual Desktops/Wallpaper

 Is there a reason for 
you to have multiple 
workspaces?

 ppa:vlijm/wswitcher



Music Players

 Banshee

 Googles Music Player

 Clementine



Office Suites

 GoogleDocs

 Calligra

 AbiWord



Terminals

 Terminator

 Konsole

 Tilda

 Just use a tty?



Text editior

 Vim

 Emacs

 Kwrite

 Geany

 Sublime



File Browsers

 Dolphin

 Midnight Commander



Change the Default Application

 sudo update-alternatives –
all

 Change by file 
association



Desktop Customizations Apps

 Easier than editing text

 You have someone else to blame when you 
break your system



Unity Tweak

 sudo apt-get install unity-
tweak-tool 



Gnome Tweak

 sudo apt-get install gnome-
tweak-tool



Change Your Theme.

 Ubuntu Provides 
several to chose from

 Adding additional 
themes is easy

 PPA or Maunal 
install?



Custom Terminal Launchers

 Making a .desktop 
file

 /usr/share/applications

 chmod +x



Add custom unity entries

/
usr/share/applacations/progra
m_to_modify.desktop

[Desktop Action "NameToCallIt"]

Name="Will apear with mouse held over"

Exec="command to open application with"

OnlyShowIn=Unity;

[Desktop Entry]

Version=1.0

Name=Firefox Web Browser

Comment=Browse the World Wide Web

GenericName=Web Browser

Keywords=Internet;WWW;Browser;Web;Explorer

Exec=firefox %u

Terminal=false

X-MultipleArgs=false

Type=Application

Icon=firefox

Categories=GNOME;GTK;Network;WebBrowser;

MimeType=text/html;text/xml;application/xhtml+xml;ap
plication/xml;application/rss+xml;application/rdf+xml;im
age/gif;image/jpeg;image/png;x-scheme-handler/http;x-
scheme-handler/https;x-scheme-handler/ftp;x-scheme-
handler/chrome;video/webm;application/x-xpinstall;

StartupNotify=true

Actions=NewWindow;NewPrivateWindow;



Custom Terminal Entries

 Allows you to add 
custom launchers for 
select commands

 Connect to Servers 
easier



Favorite Files from the launcher

 No need to open a 
file from an 
application

 Open the file directly



●Indicators

 apt-cashe search indicator

 sudo apt-get install 
“indicator you choose”



Add new desktop enviorments



Xubuntu

 sudo apt-get install xubuntu-
desktop



Lubuntu

 sudo apt-get install lubuntu-
desktop



Kubuntu

 sudo apt-get install kubuntu-
desktop 



Reset Ubuntu Desktop

 dconf reset -f /org/compiz/

 setsid unity

 unity --reset-icons



Final Thoughts & Questions


