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BRINGING TOGETHER HACKERS AND 

ACTIVISTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE



LABORATORY FOR  

DIGITAL DEMOCRACY



Backgrounds in politics, tech and 

organising young people





”Sweden’s level of income inequality is low by 
international standards but has steadily increased since 
the mid-1980s, faster than in any other OECD country.” 

Sweden Policy Brief, OECD, 2015



! We need to build participation from below 

📢  Dialogue is not enough 

🛠 The tools for democratic participation need 

to be developed and controlled by the citizens



! WE NEED TO BUILD 

PARTICIPATION FROM BELOW



Mentoring young people in 
projects about participation



Resource center for 
social movements



Educating about new forms of participation



Participating in the growing 
municipalist movement in 

Sweden



Documenting apps and 
plattforms for participation 

democat.me

http://democat.me


Organising hackathons for 
the civic tech community 

civictechgbg.se

http://civictechgbg.se


📢  DIALOGUE IS  
NOT ENOUGH



information

consultation

dialogue

influence

co-decide

Participation ladder



Participation spiral

1.  Raise awareness 

2. Create discussion 

3. Generate ideas 

4. Collaborate on solutions 

5. Decide on an issue 

6. Implement it 

7. Give feedback and evaluate



Ett digitalt kulturhus i  
Madrid stads regi

Madrid: Participatory budget of 
 100 million euros this year



🛠 THE TOOLS FOR 

DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION 
NEED TO BE DEVELOPED AND 

CONTROLLED BY THE 
CITIZENS



  👉 Open and transparent tools 

  👉 Secure and well tested 

  👉 Reflect the needs of the community 

  👉 Shared resources 

  👉 International collaboration



The platform ”Better Reykjavik” by the 

Citizen Foundation is in use since 2011 and 

has distributed 18 million euros to citizen 

proposals.



Barcelona held an international 

conference last weekend for their citizen 

platform ”Decidim”



Digidem Lab is leading a workshop 

group about Madrid’s citizen platform 

CONSUL 6th-17th November



Ett digitalt kulturhus i  
Madrid stads regi



WE NEED YOUR SKILLS! 

%&'(



THANK YOU
digidemlab.org 

facebook.com/digidemlab

http://digidemlab.org
http://facebook.com/digidemlab

